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Inequality: unequal
— difference in size/degree/circumstance

Inequity: lack of fairness, justice

Unequal healthcare

— reinforces poverty, causes social injustice
— Increases morbidity, mortality

Reducing inequalities is in everyone’s interest
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. ANC Estimated deaths /year

* Undernutrition:
— 3.5 million
“Climate char‘.gp is

Diarrhoea:
the biggest global

health threat of the — 2.2 million
o Malaria:
— 1 million
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Health and Social Problems are Worse in More Unequal Countries

Index of:

+ Life expectancy
+ Math & Literacy
+ Infant mortality
+ Homicides

* Imprisonment

+ Teenage births
+ Trust

+ Obesity

+« Mental illness — incl.

drug & alcohol
addiction

+ Social mobility

Source: Wilkinson & Pickett, Tha Spirit Level (2009)
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Relative rates of dying from various causes, comparing highest occupational
group with lowest occupational group (Balanda and Wilde, 2001)

Cancers

Ischaemic Heart Disease
Chronic Liver Disease
Diabetes

All Causes

Stroke

Lung Cancer

Infections

Suicide

Pneumonia

Accidents

Chronic Lung Disease
Cong malfichromo abn
Homicide/assault
Mental/behavioural disorders
Alcohol Abuse
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Equity

= Different definitions, philosophical perspectives

= Equality / inequality of what, among whom?
= Amartya Sen

= Health Equity?
m equity in health vs equity in healthcare




Health equity actions...

= Improving average health
= Abolishing avoidable inequalities

= ... aim should be to bring the health of the worst off
up to the level of the best

Why lreal peopla...
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‘Social injustice is killing

people on a grand scale’ Improve daily living

conditions
, (7§ Pl ] | Sl
Closing
it;%_ gap Tackle the inequitable
generation distribution of power, money

and resources

Measure and understand the
problem and assess the
impact of action




Life expectancy

lerra Leone =42 Ireland =79




Millennium Development Goals

%4

CHILD MORTALITY

L 0




