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Health is unequal

• Inequality: unequal
– difference in size/degree/circumstance

• Inequity: lack of fairness, justice
• Unequal healthcare

– reinforces poverty, causes social injustice
– increases morbidity, mortality

• Reducing inequalities is in everyone’s interest



Estimated deaths /year
• Undernutrition: 

– 3.5 million
• Diarrhoea:

– 2.2 million
• Malaria:

– 1 million
• Extreme weather: 

– 60,000
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EquityEquity

nn Different definitions, philosophical perspectivesDifferent definitions, philosophical perspectives

nn Equality / inequality of what, among whom? Equality / inequality of what, among whom? 
nn Amartya SenAmartya Sen

nn Health Equity?Health Equity?
nn equity in health vs equity in healthcareequity in health vs equity in healthcare



Health equity actions…Health equity actions…

nn Improving average healthImproving average health
nn Abolishing avoidable inequalitiesAbolishing avoidable inequalities
nn … ‘aim should be to bring the health of the worst off … ‘aim should be to bring the health of the worst off 

up to the level of the best’up to the level of the best’



Improve daily living 
conditions

Tackle the inequitable 
distribution of power, money 
and resources

Measure and understand the 
problem and assess the 
impact of action

‘Social injustice is killing 
people on a grand scale’



Life expectancy
Sierra Leone = 42 Ireland =79



Millennium Development Goals


