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Three urban fabrics 

Kuopio Model since 1993 
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Kuopio Model since 1993 

Three urban fabrics 

A practical comprehensive tool 

 for 

 analysis, understanding, communication, 

orientation and co-operation 

 in 

 research, planning, implementation, 

maintenance and development 
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Three Fabrics - Three Zones  

Walking- Transit- and Car Cities 

Zones of a Walking- 

and Transit City 

Zones of a Car City 

Three urban fabrics 



 

The red dots are 

Finnish Cities 

Finland is facing the 

period of Car Cities 
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Finnish cities 
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Finland 
France 

Levels of motorisation 

UK 

Ireland 



Helsinki   (19) 

Tampere and Turku   (25) 

Oulu, Jyväskylä, Kuopio and Lahti   (32) 

45 000 - 80 000 inh regions   (44) 

20 000 - 45 000 inh regions    (104) 

< 20 000 inh regions   (176) 

Finland 

Kuopio 

Cities, towns and regions 



Lakes 

Compact Inner City 

Lakes 

Lakes 

Compact small 

neighbourhoods 

Network of green areas 
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Kuopio 



KUOPIO 
Leo Kosonen           27.9.2007 



5 km 

10 km 

Leo Kosonen           11.9.2007 

Master Plan 2020 

KUOPIO  Finland 



Walking 

City 

Inner 

suburbs 

Bus Transit 

City 

Car City  

Housing structure 
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5 km 

10 km 

70 000 inhabitants are living within 

cycling distance (5 km) from the city 

centre. 

Walking- Transit ï and Car City zones 



Walking 

City 

Inner 

suburbs 

Bus Transit 

City 

Car City  

Car density 1992-2006 

Walking City 

Transit City 

Inner suburbs 

Car City 
Urban sprawl 

cars / 1000 households 

Housing structure 
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5 km 

10 km 

Walking- Transit ï and Car City zones 



Bus-oriented neighbourhoods have needed renovation and 

supplementary housing  construction 



5 km 
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1 km 

2 km 

10 km 

The Finger Model of 

Kuopio 

 

 
Since 1993, the Centre, the 

Walking City and the 

fingers of the Transit City 

(orange colour) have had 

the major role in 

sustainable urban 

development 

 

The fingers balance the 

growth and development 

of the Car City (yellow 

colour) 
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Extensive network of 

pedestrian allies around the 

pedestrian centre 

 

 

Walking City 

and Pedestrian centre 

250 m 1 km 

Pedestrian street 

Bus street 

Shared street 

Underground parking 

Drive into parking 

Parking street 

Parking hals 

Pedestrian route 

One way street 

 

Old 

Centre 

Old 

Town 



Walking City 

Old allies 1776- 

 

Old allies have been turned 

into a network of pedestrian 

allies with total length of 10 

km 
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New allies 
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Walking City 

 
120 allies from the 

18th century. 
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Walking City 

 
120 allies from the 

18th century. 

  

Now pedestrian 

streets, 60 allies 

renewed. 
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Walking City 

 
Old Town  



Walking City 

 
Renovated public 

spaces 

KUOPIO  Finland 
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2000 inh 

2 cp/3ap 

Walking City 

 
New housing 


