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•The town and country planning system exists 
to regulate the development and use of land in 
the public interest.  
•The public interest requires that all 
development is carried out in a way that would 
not cause demonstrable harm to interests of 
acknowledged importance.  
•The central concerns of the planning system 
are to determine what kind of development is 
appropriate, how much is desirable, where it 
should best be located and what it looks like.  
 

The Purpose of the Planning System 



Three main Disciplines 

•Development Management 
•Enforcement 
•Development Planning and Policy 



Two tier system 
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The Plan Production Process 
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Belfast City Council Area 



New Belfast Development Plan 

Society 

Environment Economy 



SOCIETY  
•Grow the population of the City of Belfast (RDS – SFG2) by 
zoning adequate housing land in locations served by public 
transport and repopulating the city centre.  
•Strengthen community cohesion (RDS - RG6) by providing a 
mix of housing types and tenures in new developments  
•Create and Enhance Shared Spaces 
•Promote development and development patterns to 
improve education, health and wellbeing 
•Direct regeneration to areas of disadvantage and social 
exclusion in Belfast including the commercial arterial routes.  
•Protect and enhance existing open spaces, sports and 
recreational facilities.  
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ECONOMY  

•Enhance the role of Belfast as the regional capital and focus of 
administration, commerce, specialised services and cultural amenities by 
zoning adequate land to improve the city’s regional competitiveness 
(based on RDS – SFG3).  

•Develop an integrated and inclusive transport system to improve 
Belfast’s external and internal connectivity.  

•Promote a sustainable approach to the provision of tourism 
infrastructure (RDS - RG4).  

•Create the Region’s Learning and Innovation Centre (Urban Strategies).  

•Manage the retail offer (Urban Strategies) of the city centre and 
encourage mixed use development that enhances the city’s cultural and 
leisure sector.  

•Encourage high standards of design to make Belfast a more attractive 
place for investment, visitors and residents.  
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ENVIRONMENT  

•Protect and enhance the quality of the setting of Belfast City and 
its environmental assets (RDS SFG5)  

•Conserve, protect and, where possible, enhance our built heritage 
and our  

•Natural environment (RDS RG11).  

•Manage our waste sustainably (RDS RG10).  

•Create a green, walkable, cyclable Belfast (Urban Strategies).  

•Reconnect the city with the River Lagan (Urban Strategies 
Project).  

•Further the conservation of biodiversity & natural habitats (NI 
Biodiversity Strategy).  
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The Community Plan 
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